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About the lecture
Cultural Mobility and Cooperation
The intersection between virtual and real networks, the 'material' and the 'digital' space of dialogue
(de-materialised space) produces new forms of facilitating exchange and connecting realities.
Instruments like portals and websites, artistic experiments produced in cyberspace are becoming a
&lsquo;culture' in themselves. Communication, information, selection of information; art, forms,
media, interfaces, are all submitted today to the virtualisation of the traditional dimensions of time
and space. Mobility, inter-culturalism and co-operation are redefined by the 'interactive cultural
space'.
Many cultural organisations in Europe, amongst which IETM,the international network for
contemporary performing arts, have recently initiated cultural portals, data bases and online
information resources dedicated specifically to cultural mobility and cooperation. On The Move,
OCPA, ACRONIM, MARCEL are some of them. Instruments for development at the service of IETM
members and European and international cultural community (artists and managers) these 'digital
tools' are appropriated laboratories for a reality check of the shift from tradition to broader ways of
understanding mobility and cultural cooperation.
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education
Katelijn holds an MA in sinology and an MA in Marketing Management.

project overview
Katelijn Verstraete is IETM's Communication, Information and Training Officer and also responsible
for Asia projects within IETM, the International network for contemporary performing arts. She is
also coordinating On The Move, a networked project with a webportal on-the-move.org which
provides links and information on mobility for arts professionals in the performing arts in Europe.
Between 1995 and 2002 she worked as marketing manager in the commercial sector in Germany
and China. She co-founded, and co-managed from 1999 till 2003, an independent arts space in
Shanghai called BizArt, a platform for Chinese and foreign artists in contemporary visual arts.
After her return to Europe, before joining IETM she worked with the KunstenFestivalDesArts in
Brussels in press and public relations. She is currently also engaged in freelance cultural
consultancy projects related to China.
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